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The Life and comical Tranſactions of, | 


| * having left his native Country, went into the Coun- 


' 


ey of Northumberland, where he hired himfelt to an old 
Miſer, a Farmer; and he continued with bim ſeveral Years, 
performing his Puty very well, tho' ſometimes Mg 
roguiſh. Bite on thoſe about him : His Maſter had a bad Cu- 
ſtom, not allowing the Candle ac Night! when at Supper; 


| Tom one Nigbt ſets himſelf next to bis Maſter, and as they 
were all about to fall on, Jom puts the Spoon in the mid} 
_ of the Diſh where the Croudie was hotteſt, and claps a 


Spogntul into his Maſter's Mouth; a Pox' upon you cries his 


Maſter for my Mouth is all burnt; a Pox on you, ays Tom, 


for you keep a Houſe as dark as Purgatory, for I was going 


10 my own Mguth-pith that Soup, and miſs'd the Way if 


being ſo Dack, don't think Maſter that J am fuch a great 


Fool as to feed you, while 1 have 4 Mouth of my own. 80 


from that Night that Tom burnt bis Malter's Muutb, they 
always got a Candle to ſhew them Light at Supper, fax bis 


* . Maſter would feed no more ia the Dark with Tom, 


| There was a ſervant Girl in the Houſe who when ſhe made 


the Bed's neglected to make Tom's: but wou'd have him to 
do it himſelf, well then ſays Tom, I have harder Work to do 
and I ſhall do that tco; ſo next Day, when Jom was in the 


Field at Pjouzh, be ſaw his Maſter coming towards him, he 


then left the Horſes and the Plough ſtanding in the Field, and 
goes away towards his Maſter, who cried, what is wrong: 


or is any Thing broke? No, 'no, ſays Tom, but I am going 


Home to make my Bed, it has not heen made theſe two Weeks 
and this is about the Time the Maids makes the Reſt, ſo 1'!l go 
Home and make mine too. No, no, A bo go back to your 


Plough; ang l' cauſe it to be made every Night for you; then 
fays Jom I'll plow two or three Furrgews.more in the Time, 
- "There was a Butcher came to his Maſter and bought a 


fat Calf, ſo Tem laid it on the Horſe's Neck before the 
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you bold Maſter bur i'l]' ſteal. tha: Calf from the Butcher 


before he goes two Miles off? why ſays his Maſter I'll hold 
8 you 4 Guinea you don't, done ſays Tom; in. he goes gets 4 


good Shoe of his Maſter's, and runs off anather way croſs 


2 Corner of the Hedge, where there was an Open, and turn- 


ing of that Way; bere lem hid himſelf bebind the Hedge, 
and throws the Shoe in the Middle of the Highway, . then up 
comes the Butcher Riding witb his Calf before him, hey, 
ſaid be to himſelf, there's a good Shoe, if I knew how to get 
on my Calf again I wou'd light for it, but what ſigniſies one 
Shoe without it's Neighbour, ſo off be goes and ſets it lie; 


Tm then flips out and takes up the Shoe, and runs crols the 


Fields until he 901 before the Butcher at another opening of 
the Hedge, about half a Mile diſtant, and there he throws 
out the Shoe again on the midſt of the Way; then up comes 
the Butcher, and ſeeing it ſays to himſelf, now I ſhall have 
4 Pair of good Shoes for the Lifting, down he comes lays 


the Calf on the Ground, and tied his Hotte to the Hedue,: 


then runs-back thinking to get. the other Shoe, in which- 
time Tom whips up the Calf and Shoe. and Home he comes 
demanding his Wager, which the Maſter cou'd not deny be- 
ing fo fairly won, The poor Butcher returned back to bis 
Horſe, got only his Travel for his Pains, ſo miſſing his Calf, 
he knew not hit to ſay or do, by: thinking it ha broke th 
Rope ſrom about it's Feet, and run into the Fields, the Butcher 
ſpent that Day in ſearch of it among the Hedges an! Di ches, 
and ſo returned to Tom's Maſter all Night, intending t. go 
and ſearch farther the next Day; giving them a tedious Re- 
l-ton how he came to loſe it by a curied Pair of Shoes, 
which he believed the Devil had dropt in his Way, and tay 
he had taken the Calf and all along with him, expreſling his 
thankfylneſs, thatthe Devil was fo noneſt as 10 {pate his old 
Horſe when he ſtole away his Calf. Next Morning om 
went to Work, and makes a fine white Face on the Calf wien 


Chalk and Water, then brings it curand {old it to the Butch- 


er, which was good Diverſion to bis Maſter and the ozner 


Servants, to ſee the Butcher buy his own Calf again; ng 


ſooner was he gone with it, than Tom ſays now Maſter what 
will you hold but 1 ſteal it from him again e're he goes rwa 
Rp 7 Miles 


Wirb you, but I'll give you a Shilling if you do it, done ſays 
Tom, it ſhall coſt you no more; and away he tuns a Foot. 
road thro' the Fields, until he came in before the Butcher, 
bard by the Place where he ſtole the Calf from him the Day 

be fore, and there he lies behind the Hedge, and as the Butcher 


- came paſt, he puts bis Hand on bis Mouth and cries Baa, baa, 


| like a Calf, the Butcher hearing this ſwears to himſelf, that 
there was the Calt be loft the Day before; down he comes 
and throws the Calf he had on the Ground, gets in thro” the 


Hedge in all Haſte thinking he had no mare to do out take | 


it up: but as he came in ai one Pait of the Hedge, Toms 
jumps out at another, and gets the Calf on his Back, goes in 
_ over the Hedge on the other Side, and thro” the Fields he 


comes ſafely bome with the Calf on bis Back; while the poor . 
Butcher, ſpent bis Time and Lobowt in vain, running from 
Hedge to Hedge, and Hole to Hole, feeking what was not 


there to be found; ſo the Butcher returned to his Hotſe a. 


gain, and finding bis other Calf gone, he concluded it to be 


done by ſome inviſible Spirit lab out that Spot of Ground and 
ſo went bome and raiſef a bad Report on he Devil ſaying, 


de wasxurn'd Highwayman, and bad taken two Calfs from 


bim. So Tom waſhing the white Face of thc ſtolen Calf, 
bis Maſter ſent the Buicher word to come and buy another 

Calf, which he accordingly did in a few Days after and 
Vm ſold him the ſame Calf a third Time; then told him the 

whole Affair as it was added, giving bim his Money s gain, ſo. 
the Butcher got but Fun for all his Trouble, Sage 


There was a rich old bliad Woman, who lived hard by, 


that had a young Girl hex ooly Daughter, and ſhe fell deep 


in Love with Tom, and Trw fell as deep in Love with the 


Money, bu: not with the Maid, the old Woman beſtowed 
a vaſt of Preſents on Tom, and mounted him like a Gearle- 
man, but itill be put off the Marriage from Time to Time, 


Miles off? Not no, ſays his Maſter, I'll hold ns more Bets 


and always wanted ſomething, which the old Woman gave 
the Money to purchaſe for him, until, he got about thiriy 
pounds of her Money, and then ſhe wou'd delay the Mar- 
riage no longer; Tom went and takes the old Woman and 


| _- the Girl afide, and made his Apology as follows. Dear Mo- 
ther, ſais be, I am very willing to wed with wy dear Polly - 


fos. 


| | o 
for ſhe appears like an Angel in my Eyer, but I am very ſorry . 
to acquaint you, that I'm not a fit Match for her, what Child - 
ſays the old Woman, there's not a fitter Match in the World 
for my Polly. I did not think your Country could afford 
fuch a clever Youth, as what I hear of you to be; you ſhall 
neither want Gold nor Silver, and a good Horſe to ride up- 
on, and when I die you ſhall have my All. O but, ſays Tom, 
Mother that's not the Matter at all, the Stop is this, when IL 
was at home in Scotland, I got a Stroke with,a Horſe's Foot 
on the Bottom of my Belly, wich has quite difabled me be- 
low, that 1 cannot perform a Husband's Duty in Bed, Tben 
the old Woman clapt her Hands and fell a Crying O! if te 
had been any Impediment but that, but that, woful that! 
which Gold and Silver canot purebaſe, and yet the pooreſt 
People that is, even common Beggars have plenty of it; the: 
old Woman and Daugh:er fat crying and wringing their 
Hands, and Tom ſtood and wept left he ſhou'd get no more 
Money. O ſays Polly. Mother Ill wed -wirh-bim ne: ertbe- 
leſs, I love bim ſo dearly. No, no, you fooliſh Girl wou'd 
you throw yourſe'f away, to marry a Man and ie a Maid? 
you don't know the End of yeur Creation it is the Enjoy- - 
ment of a Man in Bed, that make Women mirry, which 
is a Patadile and if you wed this Man, you'll live and die 
and never- know it, he 0 OTE h ed 


Ho, ho, ſays Tom, if I got Money I needed not been 
this Way til} now: Money you Fool, (aid the old Woman, 
there's no ſuch Thing to be got for Money in all #ngland 
ay, ſays Tom, there's a Doctor in Newca/ſile, wi | make me 
as able as another Man tor ten Guineas; ten Guineas, ſays 
ſhe, I'll give bim Fifty if be will; but here'is Twelve and go 
to him immediately, and know firſt what he can do, and 
come again and wed my Child or ſh» and J will die for thy 
Sake. Tom having now got twelve Guireas more of their | 
Money, gets all Things ready. and next Morning fe:s out for 
Newcaſtie, but inſtead of going ro Newcaſtie he went 10 


Scotland, and left Po. ly and her Mother to think upon him. 


Then in about two Weeks after; when he was not like- 
ly to return, not fo much as a Word from him, the old 
Woman and Polly got a Horſe and came to Newcaſtle in 


ſearch of him, went tbro' all che Doctors Sbops asking if 


there 
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came a young Man there about two Weeks ago, with al 
broken Cock to mend; ſome laught at her, others were like] 


to kick her out of Doors, ſo the old Woman had to return 
without geiting any farther Intelligence of Tom. 


Now after Tom's return to Scotland, he got a Wife and 


took a little Farm near Ddikeith, and became a very douſe 


Man for many Days, followed his old Buſineſs the couping 
of tories and Cows, the feeding of Vea's for Slaughter and 
the like, He went one Day ro a fair and bought a fine Cow 


from an old Woman, and Tom judged by the the Lowneſs of 


the Price that the Cow bad ſome Fault; Tom gives the old 
Woman another hearty Beaker, of good Ale, then ſays he. 
now the Money is yours, and the Cow-is mine, you mult tell 
me if ſhe has any Faults; indeed quoth ſhe, Goodman, ſhe 


has no Faults but one, and if ſhe had not that I wou'd not 


have parted with her; what's that? ſays Tom, indeed, ſays, 
ſhe, the fil:by Beaſt ſucks herſelf: O ſays Tom, if that be 
all, 1'il ſoon cure her of that; can you? ſays ſhe, if l knew 
that 1 bad not ſold her to you Well ſays Tom, I'll tell you 
what to do, take the Cows price I gave you juſt now, and 
tie it hard and fait in your Napkin, agd give it fo me 'thro* 
beneath the Cows Belly, and 1'i] give you the Napkin a- 


| = over the Cows Back, and 1']] lay my Life for ic thar 


e*ll never ſack herſelf again; well, ſaid the old Woman, 
Ie do that if there be Witchcraft in it; ſo Tom no ſooner 


got it thro' below the Cow's Belly, than be takes out his 
Money, and puts it in his Pocket, gave the old Woman her 


Napkin over the Cow's Back accordingly as he told her ſay. 
ing, now you have your Cow, and I my Money, and ſhe'l} * 


never ſuck herſelf again. Well, ery'd the old Woman, is 


that your Cure: you've cheated me, you've choated me. 


Tom being very ſcanty of Money at a Time when his Rent 
was to pay, and tho" be was well acquainted with the Butch- 


ers in Edizdurgh, he tried ſeveral of them yet none of them 


wou'd lend him as much, knowing him to be ſuch a Sharper, 
had refuſed him; ſo in be comes next Day, and allof them 
had heard of a fine Calf he had feeding, comes in one Butch- 
er and tells hinz he was going to ſell the fat Calf be had at 


bome well ſaid the Butcher, and what will you have for it 


ju 
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juſt five and thirty Sbillings, ſays Tom, no ſays the Butcher 
by what. 1 kear af it, I'll give thirty, nay, nay, ſays Tom, 
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you muſt remember that is not to be the Price of it, but 
cive me twenty Shillings, juſt now, and ſend your Lad Jo- 
morrow, and we'll. perhaps agree for it; thus Tom went 


thro' Ten of them in one Day, and got twenty Shillings from 


cach of tbem, and kept his Speech againſt the Law; for 
whatever they offered him for his Calf, he told them to re- 
member that was not to be the Price, but give me twenty 
Shillings juſt now, and fend your Lad To-morrow Morning” 
and perhaps we'll agree, was all that paſt. So Tom came 
Home with bis ten Pound and paid his Ren-, and early next 
Morning one of the Butcher's ſent out bis Lad to Jem for 
4 Calf, and as he was about a Mile out of Town, went to 


an Ale-houſe Door and called for a Pint of Ate, and as he 
was drinking it, up comes another Buicher's Lad on the ſame. 


Errand, he being called by the firſt to come and drink, 
which cauſed another Pint of Ale; then comes other two 
on the lame Errand, at laſt other fix which made ont the 


ten, and every one told he was going to Lorhain Tom's for. 


. 


a Calf, which made them think Jem had gathered topeiber - 


all the Calves in that Country fide: So vp they came to 


Tom's Houſe, and every one called for his Calf, and Tem 
had but one Calf to ferve them- all, which he takes out and 
ſhews them; now ſays he, whoever gives moſt for it, ſhall 
have it, or I'll put it into a Rovp. What, laid they. our 
Maſters bought it Yeſterday, then ſays Tom, you wou'd be 


Fools to buy it to-day, for 'ts heavy to carry and difficult 


to lead, ſo you mult all go home without it. Next Day Tom 
got ten Summonſes to anſwer at the Inſtances ot the Durch- 
ers for ſelling his Calf, and not delivering it. Iom tben 
goes to Edinburgh, gets the ableſt Lawyer in Town for that 


Purpoſe, tells him the whole of what paſt from firſt to laſt, 
then ſaid the Lawyer, as they cannot prove a Bargain, and 


you deny the paying of the Money again, if you'll give me 
the Calf I'll bring you ſafely off, but you'll remember in 


Law there's no Point like that of Denial; the Calf ſays Tom 

ou ſhall not want the Calf and a Stone of Butter to make it 

ready with, Then Iom gaes to the Court where he is call'd 
upon; his Lawyer anſwers firſt, Who asked the W 
| - they 
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they could tell the Price of the Calf, or prove the Bargain, 
Tney anſwered no, but he ordered us to ſend our Lads and 
we wor.'d agree about it; agree about it, ſaid the Judges, 
phy do you come to ſue for a. Bargain, and not agree about 
zit? Ay but; ſaid they, we want twenty Shillings a piece 
from bim of Money we gave him. Thomas called on, then 
ſaid the Judge, did you borrow twenty Sbillings of any of 
theſe. men? Not I my Lord, I came indeed askipg the loan 
of Money from them, but they wou'd give me none, and 
then 1 came next Day Beggar Ways and they were ſo ge- 
nerous as to give me twen:y Sbillings a piece; but ſaid the 
Judge, were n you to give them it back again? I neyer 
promitea it my Lord. for what is given to the Poor, is never 
| deſigned to be returned; and Iappeal to this whole Court; 
Whatever Pence any of you have given to the Poor, if you 
look for any of it back. Then Tom was freed at the Bar, 
aud tbe Butchers Joſt, aad were bearily laughed at. 


Alfter the Court Tom and the Lawyer had a hearty Bot- 
tte, and at parting the Lawyer ſaid, now mind Tom, and 
i * ſend me the Calf To-morrow ; O yes lays Tem; but you muſt 
firſt lend me forty Shillings for it. What ſays the Lawyer 

did you not promiſe meit, and a ſtone of Butter to make it 
ready with, for gaining your Plea? But ſays Tom, did not 
you tell me, that the only Point of the Law was to deny, 
and you cannot prove it, ſo I'll ſell my Calf to them that 
will give moſt for it, and if you have leatred me Law, I 
have learned you Roguery to your Experience, ſo take this 
aß a Reward for. helping me to cheat the Butchers, and 1 
think I'm even now with you both, and this was all the 


Lawyer got of Toy 
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